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folds his hands and begs for love (bhogabhiksa). It is
then that we have the full view of the palms of his
hands. These worthy hands touched the foot of his bride
(Sita) during their wedding; they offer protection to those
who believe in His grace; and they seem to forbid men
not to indulge in deeds inimical to their spiritual progress.

The description then turns to the mouth of the Nayaka
which also is like a lotus. Since his lady-love stood
speechless, he took her silence as a sign of her willingness
and uttered a few words, which gives an occasion for
the poet to describe the mouth. Parasara quoting some
vivahamantra-s (imam sameta pasyata, etc., Rgveda
X.85.33) observes that this is the mouth of the Supreme
Lord which uttered the mantra-s^. the time of marriage.
As he uttered the mantra -s he gazed at her from top
to toe and this provided an opportunity for the Nayika
to look at his eyes. This naturally leads to the description
of the eyes of the Nayaka which were like a pair of
red lotuses blooming in the sky. They seem to talk to
the Nayika by their gentle and bright glances.

Referring to the feet of the Nayaka the Alvar says
adiyum ahde ('the feet were also like that9). Parasara
notes that instead of making a categorical statement that
the feet of the Nayaka were also like lotuses, as is done
in the case of his palms, mouth, etc., the Alvar simply
says 'like that', out of his personal dislike to bring in
the lotus as a standard of comparison while describing
the different parts of the Nayaka's body. Parasara says
that the comparison with lotus is visadrsa (unequal), that
is, the lotuses are not match at all to the feet etc., of
the Lord. It is these feet that roamed in the forest on
hilly tracks (even without sandals in the Ramavatara}
which naturally caused great concern to the Nayika (that
is, Sita).